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Christine Joyce

From: Steve Ledoux
Sent: Monday, January 16, 2012 9:54 AM
To: Christine Joyce
Subject: Fwd: Expanded membership for the SCBC community center committee
Attachments: AFN Community Center Thoughts - 10-12-11 .pdf; ATT00001 .htm

Sentfrom my iPad,pleaseexcuseanybrevityortypos

Beginforwardedmessage:

From: Mike Gowing<mikeg.acton@gmail.com>
Date:January14, 20126:35:56 PM EST
To: SteveLedoux <sledoux@acton-ma.gov>
Subject: Fw: Expandedmembershipfor theSCBC communitycenter committee

Steve, can we get this on the next meeting agenda? SCBC wants us to create a sub-committee to explore the
community center discussion to see what it would mean to the warrant article.

Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE Phone

-----Originalmessage
From: Paulina Knibbe .p knibbe@comcast.net>
To: Mike Gowing ~~.mike~.acton0 amail.com>
Sent: Sat, Jan 14, 2012 14:15:34 GMT+OO:OO
Subject: Expanded membership for the SCBC community center committee

Hi, Mike. Peterhasaskedmeto chairthe sub-committeeaboutcommunity
useof theproposednewseniorcenter.

I havesomeideasaboutpeopleto asktojoin thissubcommittee.

SharonSmithMcManusexpressedinterestaboutsix monthsago.Shehasa
long historyservingon theschoolcommitteesois well connectedin
that world. Shewason theschoolbuildingcommitteeandwasonethe
Danny’sPlacebuilding committeesoshehasspenttimelookinginto the
needsandappropriateorganizationfor acommunitycenter.

In addition,I would like to invite someonefrom theActonFamily
Network. If you look attheattached‘wishlist’ thattheygaveto the
SCBCcommitteebackin October,you will notethatmanyof thethings
theyaskedfor areexactlywhat theoriginalcommitteehadin mind for
communityuse.I would like to askwhoeverwrotethis documentasthey
soundquitereasonable.

Of courseweshouldhavesomeonefrom theRecCommitteeastheywill
likely be thegroupthatschedulesuseofthepublic spaceswhenthe COA
is closed.
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Who will contactpeopleto invite them? I would like to getthis up
andrunningassoonaswecansincewehavea LOT of work to do before
TownMeeting.

I know theBoSneedsto appointmemberssoI would like to havealist
to themof peoplewhohaveagreedto do thework atthenextBoS
meeting,if possible...

Paulina
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Christine Joyce

From: Margaret Woolley Busse [bussehome@comcast.net]
Sent: Monday, January 16, 2012 9:16 PM
To: ‘Amy Yadav’; ‘Artemis Blair’; ‘Maya Minkin’
Cc: ‘Alycen Nigro’; Volunteer Coordinating Committee
Subject: Update re: community center

Hey all—So I did have a chance to talk with John Sonner at our acton 2020 committee meeting last week re: getting on
the senior center study committee. So he confirmed that indeed the Selectman support a senior center that would
include community use and so he said that the senior center study committee was going to form a subcommittee to look
into the community option. Therefore, that committee would/should be looking for members of that subcommittee, so
he told me to tell you to absolutely submit your names to be on that subcommittee/committee.
So what you need to do if you are interested in being on this committee (and I hope you are!), email the Volunteer
Coordinating Committee atvcc@acton-ma.gov and then cc Peter Ashton at pkashton@aol.com,
who is the head of senior center study committee, as well as Sharon Mercurio at smercurio@acton-ma.pov. expressing
your interesting being on the committee, why you’d like to be on the committee, etc. In order to be appointed to a
committee, you have to go through a formal process through the VCC—it’s not a big deal, but this is why you should
start with them, but let Peter and Sharon know that you are applying.
Let me know how it goes!
Margaret
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mily Netj~ Acton Family Network
Osf* Alycen Nigro

18Wilson Lane

afnchair@actonfamiiy.org
Community Family Fun! www.actonfamily.org

AFN Thoughts on a Community Center: October 12, 2011

What is AFN?

TheActon Family Network(AFN) is a non-profitorganizationrun by parentsworkingtogetherto increaseandimprovelocal
resourcesfor familieswithyoungchildreninActon andsurroundingcommunities.AFN offersthemedfamily partiesthroughout
theyear,monthlystoryandcraft hours,adultbookgroup,daytrips, mom& meanddad& meevents,family outings,ongoing
playgroups,babysittingco-ops,a fun andinformativenewsletter,andmuchmore. AFN is affiliated with FirstConnectionsandthe
Justice ResourceInstitute.

Is there p needforatown communitycenter?

As a group,theboardof AFN overwhelminglyfeelsthata communitycenterfor the entirecommunitywould proveto bea real
assetto thetown of Acton for thefollowingreasons:

• Currently,theonly locationsavailableforcommunitygroupusearethemeetingroomsin thelibraryandthecommon
areasat in theAB schoolsandlocal churches.Thesespacesare limited andcanbecostlyfor non-profitorganizationssuch
asAFN. Forexample,it costsAFN $400to rentthegymatRI GreyJR High for theHalloweenparty.

• SeveralActongroups,includingtheschoolPTOs,theschoolsthemselves,churchgroups,scouts,AFN, sportsgroupsand
localtheatergroupscurrentlyutilize, andthereforecompete,for theselimitedfacilities for meetings,activitiesandevents.
liming oftheseeventscanbedifficult withso manygroupsneedingthesamespace.

• ForAFN in particular,thelibrary is notwell suitedfor activitiesinvolving childrenunlessweareoutside.As a group,we
havealsohadsomedifficulties with library staffwhenholdingeventsin thelibrary / town hall area(e.g.,our bi-annualTag
Sale)andhavesincemovedtheseeventsawayfrom thelibrary all together.

• Thecommunitycenterwould alsoserveasa centrallocationwherefamiliesmovingintothearea(orthosecurrentlyin
thearea)couldgetinformationaboutall groupspresentwithin thecommunity. This information is notcurrently
centralizedandits availabilitycouldmakeActon a moreattractivechoicewhenlooking fora newhome.

Thebuilding of a communitycenterwouldoffergroupslike AFN a centralplaceto holdmeetings,activities andeventsfor our
membersandthecommunityof Acton. This localizationwould alsoenableAFN theopportunityto interactwith othergroups
within thecommunitywho wouldalsoutilize thecenter.This interactioncould leadto the buildingof relationshipsamong
thedifferentActoncommunitygroups,hopefullyresultingin strengtheningof communitybondsandthe offeringof new
activitiesandeventsfor all the membersof theActon community.

Whatwould we like to seein acommunity center?

Thereareseveralitemsthatwould beon our “wish list” for a communitycenter:

• Severallargemultipurposeroomswherelarge,community-wideeventscouldbe held.

• Severalothermeetingareasfor smallergroups,suchasgroupgoverningboards.

• A smalloffice spacewheregrouprecords,formsandothergrouprelatedinformationcouldbecentrallylocated.

• A central“communitycenteroffice” wherecommunitygroupscould leaveinformationaboutthegroupitself andany
upcomingeventsforcurrentandfuturecommunitymembers.

• A spacesuitableforartsandcraftsgroups,particularlythosewith childreninvolved.

• A performanceareafor local theatergroups,whetherforpracticingor performing(could be incorporatedwiththelarge
multipurposeroom).

• An outdoorplayspacefor kids. An indoorplayspacefor thewinterwould begreattoo!

• A full servicekitchen (not staffed)wouldalsobeniceformeetingsandothereventsheld within thecommunitycenter.


